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CLIMATE CHANGE — RENEWABLE ENERGY 
Statement 

HON TIM CLIFFORD (East Metropolitan) [10.05 pm]: I rise tonight to express my deep concern about how 
out of step both the federal and state governments are in relation to the community. The recent bushfires should 
have taught us a lesson about where we should be heading with climate change. However, instead, our federal 
ministers and shadow ministers are advocating for coal-fired power stations across the country, and, in our own 
backyard, the state government is advocating for the expansion of fracking and the north west Browse project. 

It could be a positive story, and I am not giving up. When it comes to the climate crisis, many people in the community 
have come to my office and contacted me about what is going on. I understand their frustration, because all the 
science tells us that we should be heading in one direction and reducing carbon emissions, and they turn around 
and see that coal-fired power stations are being advocated for by the Liberal National Party of Queensland and 
they see what is happening in the north west Browse area. There is a lot of dismay in the community, and 
I understand that. 

Whenever people raise concerns, the argument that is put to them is that the economy will be destroyed. I do not 
really buy that argument. We can look around the world at places like California, for example, which is powering 
ahead. It has a net zero emissions target, and it is the fifth largest economy in the world. It can be done. We can 
expand our economy, we can provide clean, renewable energy jobs, and we can be prosperous. Western Australia 
is poised to be a leading state in the renewable states. We have a lot of natural resources. We have solar, wind and 
wave technologies, and we should be harnessing that. A lot of international companies are looking at Western Australia 
with envy. We should be advocating for those expansions. However, so long as elected officials are advocating 
for projects that should be left in the last century, we will have continual destruction of the community, and people 
will continue to advocate for something different. I think that is possible. At the end of the day, we have the option 
of fossil fuel projects that should have been left in the last century and are potentially stranded assets, or we have 
the option of going down the renewable energy path. I know which path I would like to take. It is time both the 
federal and state governments tell the fossil fuel industry that our democracy is not for sale and we should be 
heading in the direction of renewable energy. Thank you. 

House adjourned at 10.09 pm 
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